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17 March 2020  

 
Update from Headteacher  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Coronavirus Update 
We find ourselves in unprecedented times. We know that many of you are worried for your children 
and for your families. On a daily basis the coronavirus situation is changing along with the advice to 
members of the public and school. 
 
At the moment the Department for Education (DfE) advice is that schools should remain open but it 
is evident that school closure seems more likely. Either the government will tell us to close or 
schools may have to close (partially in the first instance) as the number of staff absences may 
increase. 
 
Currently we are continuing with the enhanced handwashing regime and regular cleaning of door 
handles, light switches, and handrails etc. We are now cancelling trips, parent workshops and many 
external visitors due to the latest announcements from the government. This includes the 
postponement of parent governor’s election. Please check the website for any cancelled events and 
trips. 
 
If you are concerned about sending your children to school while it is still open we would ask you to 
look at the guidance and then make the decision that is right for your family.  

 
To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the government has strongly advised that if anyone in 
your household has a high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) or a new, continuous cough you all 
should stay home for 14 days. This means not leaving the house for any reason. You should ask 
friends and family to help with buying food supplies and medication. 
 
At Ben Jonson we are preparing for possible closure. When the school has been instructed to close 
we will inform you with as much information we receive.  We are already working on a learning offer 
for your children and this will be uploaded onto the website on the year group pages shortly after 
we close. We would like to know which families do not have access to the internet or do not have a 
device at home that you can access any learning we put on our website. If this is the case for your 
family then please fill in the slip on the reverse side and return it to the office. 
 
Parents who work in the NHS (or for any of the emergency services) must contact the school by 
phone by Thursday stating where they work. This is to ensure we have an up-to-date list of families 
who will need to be in school as long as we are open in order that we can support the NHS at this 
present time. 
 
 

Continued… 
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Possible closure of school due to NEU and Unison strike action  
 
The National Education Union (NEU) and Unison are in dispute with the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets regarding terms and conditions. As a result, the school has been notified by both unions 
regarding their intention for strike action on Tuesday 24 March and Wednesday 01 and Thursday 02 
April 2020.  
 
The strike may be called off. If the strike is not called off, due to the large number of staff we have in 
both of these unions, it is highly likely that we will have to close the school. We will keep you 
informed.  
 
I want to thank you all for being so fantastic in a time of worry and uncertainty. If you are worried 
and need to speak to anyone in school please feel free to do so.  
 
Please keep checking the website and your texts as we will be updating you regularly. 
Best wishes  
 
 

 
 
Monica Forty  
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Learning 
 

Child’s name ______________________  Class ____________________ 
 
My child does not have access to the internet   
 

My child does not have access to/use of a computer/ laptop/ tablet at home  
 
Signed ______________________   Date  ______________________ 
 


